
  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
December 24, 2013 

Eleven o’clock 
 

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE  

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter 
the sanctuary and prepare for worship.  Those parts of the Service of Worship in 
which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 

                    * Please stand as you are able. 

 
PRELUDE                      Sonata in D Major             Handel  

  RICK DOLAN, VIOLIN 

                                 Divinum Mysterium        Watkinson 

* HYMN 41                  O Come, All Ye Faithful    Adeste Fideles 

* CALL TO WORSHIP      

Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the 
earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 
day to day.  

Leader: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised! 

Leader: Sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. 

People: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 
with truth. 



  

 

INTROIT                        Richard Proulx 

I proclaim to you good news of great joy.  
Today, a Savior is born for us, Christ, the Lord. O come, let us adore him! 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Great and gracious God, we look for you in the wrong places.  In 
spite of what happened at Bethlehem, we still expect to find you 
among the successful and self-assured.  We forget that you came 
in humility.  We long for your justice, but we look for you to 
impose your will by force rather than through love.  We are 
confused, because your ways are not our ways.  May the spirit of 
Christmas breathe into us your healing that makes all things 
new.  In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News: in Jesus 
Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks through 
despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  

Michael, Cyndi, Alyson, and Rachel Kumor 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)              Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo”   



  

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: The angel announced good news of great joy for all the 
 people: the birth of a Savior, Christ the Lord,  
 proclaiming peace on earth and good will to all. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.” ) 

* HYMN 38        It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                      Carol 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON             Isaiah 52:7-10 

ANTHEM                                      What Sweeter Music                          John Rutter 
What sweeter music can we bring Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heavenly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string! 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, And give the honor to this day, 
That sees December turned to May. 
 
Why does the chilling winter’s morn Smile, like a field beset with corn? 
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn, 
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth Gives life and luster, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the under-earth. 
 
We see him come, and know him ours, Who, with his sunshine and his flowers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
The darling of the world is come, And fit it is, we find a room 
To welcome him. The nobler part Of all the house here, is the heart. 
 
Which we will give him; and bequeath This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do him honour, who’s our King, And Lord of all this revelling.  
 

SECOND LESSON   John 1:1-14 

SERMON             “The Power of Light”         Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY                     Masters in this Hall                          arr. Wilcocks 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                        Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    
   . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

SANCTUS 581 (choir and congregation)                                         Joseph Roff 

Pastor:  Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this 
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of the 
children of God, let us pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is  
  in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
  us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not 
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is  
  the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.—Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to 
participate in this celebration.   

BREAD:  To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ. 

CUP:   Please wait until all are served, symbolic of our corporate 
belonging together in the body of Christ.  Grape juice is the 
fruit of the vine used in our celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM       Away in a Manger                  Archer Gibson 
                                                CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

             A CHRISTMAS TRADITION AT FPC 

                                            The Virgin’s Slumber Song               Max Reger  
             SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANO 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

As the hymn begins, the light from the Christ candle will be brought to the 
congregation. Please light your candle, and share your light with a neighbor.  

* HYMN 60              Silent Night, Holy Night                  Stille Nacht 
 Verses 1, 2, and 3 

After the singing of the hymn, there will be a period of silence, symbolizing 
the end of Advent as a time of waiting and expectancy. 

* EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES 

* HYMN 40                     Joy to the World!                                   Antioch 

* BENEDICTION 

 
 *     *     *     *     * 

Please deposit extinguished candles in the boxes at the doors 
as you leave the Sanctuary. 

 
 *     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TONIGHT’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 52:7-10 (NRSV) 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who 
says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 
voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of 
the LORD to Zion.   

9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10 The 
LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  

 

John 1:1-14 (NRSV) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being  4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.   

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9 The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  10 He was in 
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him.  11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him.  12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.   

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

*     *     *     *     * 


